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GO LOCAL FIRST THIS CHRISTMAS 

 

This year has not been without its challenges for everyone in our community. Many have lost their jobs some 

their livelihoods while others have been separated from loved ones.  

In the face of these challenges, I am proud of how our community has come together to support one 

another. In the lead up to this festive season it is important we continue to support each other. That is why 

the Federal Government has launched the go local first campaign encouraging Australians to ‘Go Local First’ 
when purchasing goods and services to help the small and family business sector get back on its feet.  

Now more than ever, Australian small businesses need local communities to back them and support their 

recovery by choosing to shop with them either in person or online. 

We all know when we purchase from our local small businesses, we are supporting our local community, 

which is even more important in regional areas. These are the businesses that support our community 

organisations, our sporting clubs, provide jobs for locals and ensure our regions have the services we rely 

on. 

Over Christmas when we are buying presents for loved ones, or sourcing food for the family table make sure 

to buy from local small businesses. By choosing local, you are keeping your money within your local 

community, helping your local economy to thrive. 

So please as much as you’re able this year shop local and support those who have supported your community 
because I know if we all work together, we will emerge even stronger on the other side. I encourage everyone 

in our local community to actively support this campaign and do whatever you can to back our fantastic small 

and family businesses and Go Local First. 

 

Tony Pasin MP 

Member for Barker 

 

 

 

Follow Tony on Facebook to stay up to date 

www.facebook.com/TonyPasinMP/ 

or go to his website at www.tonypasin.com 

Contact Tony    

tony.pasin.mp@aph.gov.au 

Shop 5, Murray Bridge Green, Riverview Road, Murray Bridge SA 5253 

Phone (08) 8531 2466 



 

If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or story to the  
Willy Wagtail  Email us: wwwagtail@gmail.com  

 

or write to us and place your entry in the cream Letter Box on 
the wall on the end of the  Post Office Verandah,  Queen Street,  

Williamstown DEADLINE: 25th of each month  
Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,  Half page $25, Quarter Page $15, 

Colour extra $20 

Requests for free colour email subscription version can 
be sent to above address  
Ph Debbie 0417 851 061 

PLEASE NOTE:  The views expressed in this publication are 
not necessarily those of the  

editor  or the Williamstown  Action Group.   

Thirty years ago..... on September 17th 1990 the community 
said goodbye to the Shepherdson and Mewett sawmill.    
Having been purchased from the family by the Government 
based SA Timber Company then known as SATCO , the  
Government “said” it was not making a profit. 36 jobs lost .  
Expensive machinery purchased, stored, but never installed. 
Money wasted.  Timber had been a huge part of the town for 
many years. It was our heritage.  
Williamstown has now grown and we live in an incredibly 
blessed area, with reservoirs, Nature trails, forests, reserves 
right on our doorstep. The Heysen Trail, Mawson and Lavender 
trails quite famous already. Local community groups such as 
Williamstown Action Group, Southern Barossa Alliance Inc, Park 
Run, along with the Barossa Council will be looking at ways we 
can promote this area even further to add to the visitor  
experience in our beautiful area. 
Are you interested in being a part of this or do you have  
suggestions ?  Please contact through the Willy Wagtail Face-
book or phone Lyn on 0409577766 for more details. 

 

LIVE TOTALLY 
SHOP LOCALLY 

SAY SOMETHING GOOD 

INVEST IN YOUR TOWN 
Walk in that door you always 

pass 

SLOW DOWN 

BE A TOURIST IN YOUR OWN 
HOME 

 

EAT FOOD GROWN WITHIN 

WALKING DISTANCE 

Get to know your baker 

Discuss the weather 
See What’s on your  

Doorstep 

DISCover your  

community 

Ask an expert 

 

Find out who can 

do it in the place 

that you live 

Learn the name of the person serving 

you 
Buy a cake and coffee 

Find a favourite 

Place and tell 

Someone else about it  
 

SHOW YOUR KIDS THEIR FUTURE 

LOOK UP & ADMIRE THE VIEW 

Have a meal out  
Make a conversation with a 

stranger 

FIND OUT WHAT’S MADE IN 
YOUR AREA Love where you live 

Invest in your future 

Go wine tasting 
Find the value in the cost 

Little Shop of Treasures 
Our wonderful Little Shop of Treasures has been going 
ahead full steam over the last few months raising money 
for Wirraminna Care.   
Our amazing volunteers have been working so hard to 
keep up with all the donations from the public. 
Many thanks to everyone for all their donations since the  
reopening of the shop after COVID19 restrictions. 
Our shop has been revamped with many alterations to 
make for a more pleasurable experience while shopping 
and thanks must go to all the wonderful volunteers who 
have worked so hard to make these changes. 
Volunteering is a very rewarding experience while raising 
funds for Wirraminna Care, our local nursing home, where 
the best care is given to the residents who live there.   
We have a lot of fun whilst working to achieve results. 
If you would like to volunteer with us at any time we will 
be very happy to welcome you to our team.  For enquiries 
contact Carol 0408 664 676 or visit us at “The little shop of  
Treasures” on Queen Street, in Williamstown.   
We are definitely looking for volunteers who can work on 
the weekends. 





PLEASE NOTE:  If COVID19 restrictions are in place, all guidelines will need to be  
strictly adhered to. 



  

The Southern Barossa Mens Shed’s new  
facility located at the rear of the Wirraminna 
op shop. on Queen Street, Williamstown,  
was officially opened on Saturday,  14th  
November in front of a large and COVID 
compliant number of invited guests.   
Special guests at the opening included  
Barossa Mayor Mr Bim Lange,  Federal  
member for Barker Mr Tony Pasin and local 
MPs, the Member for Schubert Mr Stephan 
Knoll,  and Member for Light Mr Tony  
Piccolo. 
 

Mr Pasin and Mr Knoll each spoke of the  
important role that Mens Sheds play in   
communities throughout Australia.  The 
mental health of men has become a focus  
of governments and different organisations 
and Mens Sheds are increasingly being  
recognised as places which can address 
some of these needs.  Men are encouraged 
to come and just have ‘a cuppa’  and to get 
things off the chest, share stories and to 
maintain and explore interests or skills. 
 

Ms Anne Cross, General Manager and Ms 
Barbara Wieland (Project Officer) of  
Wirraminna Care were on hand to witness 
the cutting of the ribbon (more  
appropriately, separating of the chain) to officially open the 
facility.  After the ceremony afternoon tea was provided for  
guests by the hard working wives of the Mens Shed  
members.  Guests also inspected the impressive workshop 
and meeting room as well as seeing a small art display  
provided by the A-Z Art Group who hire the meeting room.  
    
Mr Glen Venning of the S.B.M.S. Shed also extended an  
invitation to  Women groups with an interest in  
participating in any of the activities provided by the Mens 
Shed to come along.   
Mr Richard Davis thanked Mr Venning on behalf of all 
members of S.B.M.S. for his hard work and tireless effort in making the new facility a reality.      
 

Anyone with an interest in the 
activities of  
the S.B.M.S. is welcome to at-
tend ‘The Shed’ which operates 
on Wednesdays  
between 9am-1pm.  Any enquir-
ies relating to membership or 
the hire of the meeting room 
please  contact Glen Venning on 
0409 675 937. 
 

Top photo: interior of shed 

2nd: Tony Pasin, Glen Venning, 
Rob McConnell (Chairperson of 
Wirraminna Board) 
3rd: Bim Lange and Cr Russell   
Johnstone 

Bottom photo: Members of the 
Southern Barossa Mens Shed. 



 

Coffee & Chat 
Mornings  

  We are an informal group 
who meet on the second 
Thursday of the month for 
a  coffee and chat at   
different  
locations in the Southern 

Barossa. It is a great way to meet local people 
and newcomers to the district are especially       
welcome.  
Our last ‘coffee and chat’ was at The Table 
Café at Lyndoch and once again everyone had 
an enjoyable time. Thanks again to the Table 
Café for their hospitality.  
 We are always happy to see new faces from the 
Southern Barossa towns which include 
Lyndoch, Williamstown, Sandy Creek and 
Cockatoo Valley so if you have a spare hour or 
two we would love to have you join us. 
We will be going to the Store at Williamstown 
on Thursday 14th January 2021 
if we are covid safe!!  
A very Merry and Safe Christmas to all. 
Regards Judy  
 If you require further information please 
contact Judy on 0413606565. 

Williamstown Garden Club 

 

The Williamstown Garden Club met at the home of   
Lucy Roberts where the members enjoyed a talk from  
Lyn Venning on the history and activities of the 
Williamstown Action Group (WAG’s). The talk started 
with a background to the origins of Williamtown in the 
Barossa Hundred and the location of the original council 
offices in the town.  
Lyn outlined a number of achievements, the Christmas 
lights; best dressed town in the tour down under; and the 
Christmas parade. Now linked with the Barossa Council 
and the Southern Barossa Alliance the WAG’s are 
focussed on some key initiatives Christmas Carols and 
decorations; Australia Day Breakfast; a Nature adventure 
day of kayaking and walking/ running at the southern 
para; a Barossa Triathlon in April/May 2021 and 
extensions to walking trails.  
This is aimed at branding Williamstown as the Adventure 
playground of the Southern Barossa. 
Lyn’s talk was followed by a tour of Lucy’s Garden, the judging of the Posy competition     
and afternoon tea under the veranda. The Christmas meeting will be held at ALRU at 10 am 
on the 7th December. The members were reminded that the AGM would be held at 1pm on 
the 1st February 2021 followed by the judging of the tomato competition. 











 
St. Peter’s Anglican Church 

George Street 
Williamstown 

 
 

 

See Church Noticeboard for  
 services  

 
 

Phone Parish Priest 85642087 
Or  

Church Warden 85246072 
 

 

 
 

Williamstown Church of Christ 
 

8 Margaret Street 
 
 
 

We welcome you to come and share 
together with us as we meet for   

 
 

Sunday Worship  
each week at 10am 

 

 

 

Tuesday evenings a  
HOME GROUP Bible Study. 

 

 

 

Further information ph: 
Trev Venning 0426 977 292 

 

 

 

 

WILLIAMSTOWN UNITING 

CHURCH NEWS 

 

 Services Sundays 10am 

Church Street 

Williamstown  
 

Or 
 

 join online services through Gawler 
Uniting Church Utube  

 

and also available on facebook. 
 

 

Peter Morgan 0458 202 004  



Williamstown Action Group 
 

So how does one describe the WAG and what they stand for and what they do?  
 

WAG is the re-loved, reused- re-shaped group formed from various groups over the years and moulded by 
higher government bureaucracy and requirements to  guard our community assets, improve community fa-
cilities, promote tourism and business in our town and give back to the people by arranging many events, 
both fundraising and enjoyment. 
 

Let’s start at the very beginning, a very good place to start……. 
Since time began, there has always been a structure of leadership to make things happen. Who built the 
first Williamstown hall? I’d have to look into that but it was single storey and it was not only used for local 
gatherings, but also it housed the original District Council of Barossa . The long Council table still sits (albeit 
covered), in the hall kitchen.  Yes. We are part of the original Barossa.  
 

 

In 1923 the Williamstown Soldiers Memorial Hall Extension was built in memory of those who served in 
WW1.  Yes, we have a centenary due soon of which we will probably ask for more community support to 
commemorate this occasion.  
They had a committee (men) and an auxillary (ladies) who worked tirelessly to maintain the facility.    
The Hall also became known as the Institute, for in those days the committee was part of the Institutes  
Association, I believe because there was a library housed in the upstairs room. The library closed due to 
lack of patronage and the Institutes Association could only involve halls with a library. Those using the  
library had to travel to Gawler until the District Council of Barossa opened a library of their own.  Hence the 
‘Hall’ committee has evolved and continued right up to the amalgamation of committees by the local  
government authorities. 
 

This is now part of the WAG jurisdiction and over the years, the hall committees have raised funds for  
replacing floors, lighting, new chairs, new paint, kitchen equipment. Adding an Annexe but alas we have 
failed to achieve our ultimate goal of inside toilets and expansion for a new foyer. Inside toilets have been on 
the drawing board for at least 30 years but that is another story.  The hall is still for hire and also houses our 
Historical Society artifacts. Of course, 2020 will be known as the ‘Covid year’ which we hope will not  
continue for too much longer. 
 

Several groups have formed over the years with concerned Ratepayers who have wanted the best for the 
community.  When I first got married and ‘formally’ introduced to the town there was the Williamstown  
Progress Association, later the Concerned Residents Group. There has been the Residents Action Group 
but the most successful of all which has been integrated into the WAG is the Williamstown Community 
Council. This group was formed in the 1970’s and consisted of a representative from each local group, i.e. 
footy, garden, tennis, Hall, Historical, School, Churches etc. and this formed a good communication tool and 
a united voice for the community.  In 1977, they ran a Bicentennial celebration and I believe, it was 1978 
when the first Willy Wagtail came off the press with an old spirit duplicator. Of course, the WWT remains to 
this day and is always looking for articles from local groups or residents to share. This is also now being 
pushed to amalgamate with the Lyndoch Grapevine newsletter. 
Christmas Parades, markets, colonist dinners, carols, balls, catering, concerts, dressing the town for the 
Tour Down Under, dressing the town for Christmas and many other achievements have gone before and 
some still happening as we speak.  
 

A recap, if I may, The Hall was an Institute, the local committee had full responsibilities over everything with 
their own bank accounts to pay expenses and keep fundraising ready for improvements. – Glen can  
remember the town running an ‘ugly man competition’ to raise funds for the new jarrah floor in the hall. 
Beautiful community over many years. 
 

When the Institute closed, the hall committee became a section 199 committee of Council. Still held a bank 
account, took the bookings, maintained the hall and the local Council helped with large items like Insurance 
with a yearly grant. The hall is a community building. 
 

The Barossa Council was formed through the amalgamation of District Council of Angaston, District Council 
of Barossa and District Council of Tanunda. The amalgamation of a portion of the District Council of Mount 
Pleasant took effect on 1st July 1997. 
 

Later, from here came the Section 41 committees where Council deemed that they were responsible for all 
monies and the local groups could do the ground works, like bookings, reporting maintenance and all our 
fundraising was held by the local Council and all accounts would be paid by the Council. 
RISK – nowadays everything it seems is driven by RISK.  
The Community Council became one of these Section 41 committees too, as did the Historical. 
 



Editors Notes: 
Thankyou to Lyn for putting together the comprehensive and interesting history outline of the 
Wag’s.  Sadly, needless to say, we would love to have more on the group, like any other that 
relies on volunteers, and would love to have a broader involvement with reps from each group 
like the original establishment of the Community Council.  The next meeting is Monday 7th Dec 
7pm which will follow the Neighbourhood watch meeting at 6pm, both being held in the  
Williamstown Soldier’s Memorial Hall.  
Today, when putting this together, Wags and volunteers started to decorate the town and  
Graeme once again, put the Christmas Display up at the duckpond.  Photos of the light display 
at the duckpond is on this edition’s cover. 
A big thankyou to all the Wags and volunteers for any effort, big or small in our community and 
to all our advertisers who have supported the Willy Wagtail print this year, 2020.  We wouldn't 
be able to produce the printed version without your support and we distribute 500 a month and 
another 100 in email digital copy are distributed.    
We sadly have had to cancel both the Christmas Carols and the Christmas Parade this year 
due to the risk presently with Covid 19 in SA but will make 2021 one to remember..  
Our community is important and valuable and to spread some Christmas Cheer we would like 
to encourage householders to decorate their homes and show their pride to be a part of this 
community spirit.  We will be rewarding prizes of $100 for first, $75 for second and $50 for third 
this year to help maybe with the cost of power, lights or to purchase more...for the best 3  
decorated homes with judging to be the 16th of December.  Please email or ring the Willy  
Wagtail details to enter by the 15th December. 
We are also on the look out for any old Williamstown photos that people may have that you are 
willing to loan or donate to us for a project we are planning in the future.  If you can help us out, 
we will be very grateful and we can promise safe return of the originals. Contact me, Lyn or  
Suzanne if you can help us out and even ask other family members or friends you think might 
be able to.   Have a safe and very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We will all be  
happy to see the end of 2020!!           Editor:  Debbie Boehm 0417 851 061 

The WAG is now a committee of the Southern Barossa Alliance Inc.  The SBA which covers 
Lyndoch, Williamstown, Cockatoo Valley and Sandy Creek, being the Southern Barossa, and might I 
add, the original Barossa ie The District Council of Barossa area, is a group which are promoting the 
area and assisting local groups. 
As the SBA is incorporated, we can apply for grants through them and our fundraising is available for  
us to use although permission from The Barossa Council for improvements to the hall must be  
negotiated through the Council. 
Current projects of the WAGs are:- Willy Wagtail Publication, Christmas Carols Covid way,  
Decorating the town for Christmas, (all offers of help appreciated), Australia Day breakfast (Covid 
way) and incorporated with the SBA,  A Nature Adventure day of kayaking and walking/running at 
the South Para.  A Barossa Adventure Triathalon for the area next April/ May.  Negotiating to get 
walking trails from the reservoirs, forests and parks into the town, especially one along Victoria 
Creek from the Caravan Park to the town and then around to the South Para. 
We live in an amazing area. We are about our community and our town.  With the reservoirs  
opening up we can brand or promote ourselves as the Adventure playground in the South.  
WAG Williamstown Action Group -is the re-loved, reused- re-shaped group formed from various 
groups over the years. We don’t always get things right but we certainly have a passion for our  
community. 
Contacts – Chairperson – Debbie 0417 851 061 

Hall Booking officer and Secretary – Suzanne 0422 353 898 

Lyn – WAG rep on SBA 0409 577 766 

Gardens – most are maintained by the Council Gardeners.  
I believe Marg and Brian had been maintaining the barrels that were placed by Jacobs Creek  
winery staff in the community outreach. 
The garden alongside the hall was originally placed by the Williamstown Ag Bureau ladies.  
We are waiting for garden to be planted around our new “stage area”. 
We would be most grateful that at anytime any of you have suggestions for beautifying our  
community.  We currently have a couple of new young people who would like to develop the  
walking trails taking into account all our beautiful local native species. 



 

ROBERT  ROSS 

 

Principal Solicitor - LLB, LLM 

ROBERT ROSS &  
ASSOCIATES SOLICITORS 

 

109 Springton Rd 

Williamstown 

 

PO Box 308 

Williamstown SA 5351 

 

m: 0438 815 868 

e: robross0001@gmail.com 

 
Personal Service 

Available 24/7 

   Abundance of Love 
 

 

 

• Counselling and support 

  for adults and children 

 

• Reasonable rates 

       $5 off in December 

 

• In a safe and comfortable space 

 

• Ring Carolyn 0411 410 453 

  to chat about your needs and  
  how I can help you! 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas is nearly here! What a 
whirlwind this year has been, and now we 
are in the ‘Silly Season’ already! 
 
Wirraminna was briefly put back into a 
lockdown during the recent COVID-19 
outbreak, but we are now slowly returning 
to a ‘modified normal’. Likewise, our 
Little ShOP of Treasures had to close for a 
short time but was able to re-open after a 
2-week closure.  
Come in to check out what we have on 
offer at 16 Queen St, Williamstown.  
Open Wed – Sun 10am-4pm (Open Mon 
public holidays) 
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased 
strawberries from us. We were able to raise 
over $500 which will go towards our Café 
fund. Also, a huge thank you to those that 
have donated money via our website.  
 
We are hoping to raise $10,000 to set up a 
Wirraminna Café within our facility. It is 
our vision that this will become a lovely 
spot for people to sit and enjoy a coffee 
and cake while visiting our facility. 
We have reached close to $1,000 so far and 
would be extremely grateful for any 

community donations big or small. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can make your tax-deductible 
donation easily online at our website: 
www.wirraminnacare.com.au/donate 
Alternatively, you can call administration 
Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm and donate with a 
credit card over the phone. 
 
We send our best wishes to our wonderful 
community and hope that you all enjoy a 
safe and happy Christmas break.  Lets 
hope that 2021 is a better year for 
everyone! 
 

WIRRA  

WAGTAIL 
 

DECEMBER 2020 








