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I am looking for someone with some time on their hands who is willing to interview some
locals or who may be interested in finding some local information that we can include in
the Willy Wagtail. It may be something you are interested in doing for some school credit
if you are a student or anything you may have a particular interest in. The Willy Wagtail is
the perfect opportunity to share information of community interest with 550 copies being
distributed in print monthly and another approx. 70 being emailed to subscribers.
If you are thinking this might interest you, please contact me. Editor 0417 851 061
The Williamstown Garage Sale was a huge success and a great Community event. At the
map distribution point it was great to hear many positive comments about the towns
people and the friendliness they were treated to. We raised close to $1,000 towards future
events through the day with the sale of food and drinks on the day. We also talked to
people who are annual travellers to the event and will come again next time. Some
travelled form the Riverland, Adelaide and Murray Bridge for the sale.
We also heard feedback from some participants who were very happy with the amount
they sold.
The only disappointing note was a number of other sales on the day who piggyback on the
advertising we pay for but who don’t wish to contribute $5 towards the town event.

Men’s shed news
The members of the Southern Barossa Men’s Shed have ushered in the New
Year in their impressive new building located at the rear of the Wirraminna Op
shop. on Queen Street, Williamstown.
Having been kindly supported by the community with donations of machinery
and equipment, particularly since the establishment of the new complex,
members are now better able to assist in creative projects. These activities not
only benefit members but can benefit the community if help is sought with
projects which fall within the capabilities of the members in their workshop.
A reminder that S.B.M.S. serves an important role in the community with a
particular focus on Men’s’ health and wellbeing in a supportive and nonpressured environment. New members are always welcome and can become
involved in the activities of the work shop, can just turn up for a cuppa and
spin a yarn or to get things off of the chest, or can explore interests or skills.
Anyone with an interest in the activities of the S.B.M.S. is welcome to attend
‘The Shed’ which operates on Wednesdays between 9am-1pm.
The S.B.M.S. announces that its A.G.M. will take place on Wednesday, 17th
March, at 10.30 a.m.
in the meeting room which is attached to the workshop.
Some ladies have expressed interest in taking part in the activities of the
workshop. They will be meeting on Fridays between 10am and 1pm
commencing on Friday 19th February. Any interested ladies are encouraged to
contact Glen Venning on 0409 675 937 for further details.
Any enquiries relating to membership or the hire of the meeting room can also
to be directed to Glen.

THANKFUL TO LIVE IN WILLIAMSTOWN

Back in early January I suffered a medical episode. I was walking from home along Yettie Road up to
Queen Street for an appointment. I suddenly felt dizzy and things appeared very bright so I held on
to a fence hopefully to overcome the dizziness. A passerby, Jo, walking her dog asked me if I felt OK
and stayed talking to me for a while. Things felt a bit better so instead of continuing up the street I
intended to go back home and drive up in the car. And I thought Jo went on her way in the other direction. As she later told me she was still worried about me so had hidden behind a tree to observe
me. I am very thankful that she did because I had not gone more than 50m when I got really dizzy
and grabbed hold of a tree on the side of the footpath.
That was all I knew until I don’t how long later, when I came to and found Jo tending to me while another good Samaritan, Damien and his big dog who was also worried about me was contacting an
ambulance. He said that I had been out to it for quite a while during which time I went through all
colours of the rainbow. The ambulance from Gawler did not take very long and whisked me off to
Gawler Emergency. Jo kindly went and took my car keys to my place and gave the news to my wife.
After some tests at Gawler I was transferred to the Coronary Care Unit at Lyell McKewin Hospital,
the fastest ride had ever to Elizabeth. I was discharged three days later with two stents in my heart
and feeling much better.
My heartfelt thanks to Jo and Damien for stopping and seeing to me, to the para medics who got me
to Hospital and to the team of doctors, nurses, caterers and cleaners at Gawler and at Lyell McEwin
for looking after me. Now it is all over I realize just how good it is to live in a country village like Williamstown where everyone makes eye contact and says hello in the street and there are people willing to give some of their time to help people in trouble. I another place I might have been left on the
foot path and passed away. Gil

Williamstown Garden Club
The Williamstown Garden Club met at the Williamstown institute for their Annual General Meeting on
the 1st February 2021.The new elected committee comprises Gloria Mack chairperson; Peter Griffiths
Secretary; Prue Hart Treasurer plus Lexley Reinke, Sandra Collett and Alex Wood as committee
members. Mark Smith from Adelaide Hills Veggies provided the group a talk about his work as a
scientist and the turning his love of growing vegetables into a successful business starting with growing
heritage vegetable plants in his greenhouse and its evolution into a wicking bed centred business. Mark is
also aiming to beat the world record in growing Tromboncino and showed his progress to date.

Example of successful Wicking Bed (Adelaide Hills Veggies)
The clubs next meeting will be on the 1st of March at 1pm in the Uniting Church Hall (NOTE
CHANGE OF VENUE) where there will be a presentation from Barossa Landscaping.

Pioneers Men’s Gathering
Thursday 11TH March 2021
from 2pm – $5.00

TOPIC
“Emergency Services Radio Communication” –
Then & Now
Phone John on 0466 346 215 or Ron 0417 096 234

*Venue – RSL/Senior Citzen Hall@Williamstown*
Memorial Drive, Williamstown

Coffee & Chat Mornings

Our last coffee and chat was at the ‘Table Café’ in
Lyndoch and once again everyone had an enjoyable and
chatty time!!
Special thanks to all the staff for making us all so
welcome and for their professional and friendly manner.
We are always happy to see new faces from the Southern
Barossa towns which include Lyndoch, Rowland Flat, Sandy
Creek and Williamstown so if you have a spare hour or two
we would love to have you join us.
Our next get together will be at the
‘Lord Lyndoch Restaurant’
Barossa Valley Way Lyndoch
At 10 am on Thursday 11th March 2021
If you require further information please contact
Judy on 0413606565.

Caption: Jo Seabrook (The Barossa Council); Louis den Berger (Barossa Bike Hire); Barossa Mayor Bim Lange and Leanne
Christensen (Barossa Bike Hire) look forward to seeing increased use of electric bikes.
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If you would like to advertise, submit a letter or
story to the
Willy Wagtail Email us:

wwwagtail@gmail.com

or write to us and place your entry in the cream
Letter Box on the wall on the end of the Post
Office Verandah,
Queen Street, Williamstown

DEADLINE: 25th of each month
Advertising Prices: Full Page $50,
Half page $25, Quarter Page $15,
Colour extra $20

St. Peter’s Anglican Church
George Street
Williamstown

See Church Noticeboard for
services

Requests for free colour email
subscription version can be sent to
above address

Phone Parish Priest 85642087
Or

Ph Debbie 0417 851 061

Church Warden 85246072

PLEASE NOTE: The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the
editor or
The Williamstown Action Group.

Williamstown Church of Christ
WILLIAMSTOWN UNITING
CHURCH NEWS
Services Sundays 10am
Church Street
Williamstown

8 Margaret Street
We welcome you to come and share
together with us as we meet for
Sunday Worship
each week at 10am

Or
join online services through Gawler
Uniting Church Utube
and also available on facebook.
Peter Morgan 0458 202 004

Tuesday evenings a
HOME GROUP Bible Study.
Further information ph:
Trev Venning 0426 977 292

Help! Help! Volunteers wanted!

With the new Covid norm we are now permitted to open the History Room to the public. But we
need volunteers to help us.
Now we all know that volunteers are a rare and endangered species, an elusive, shy and retiring
breed, easily spooked and frightened off. They come in many shapes, sizes and abilities and it is
those abilities that we need. Sometimes potential volunteers don’t realize the abilities they have, but
all of us have them and they may come in the form of interests, hobbies or skills acquired.

For instance, are you interested in photography, computers or research? Are you keen on learning
more about the history of this lovely little town, such are its mining history, its timber industry, its
reservoirs, its honey industry or its old buildings? Do you have a fetish for old bridges (like I do) or
for the ruins hidden around the area. This is the way to learn more about them. Are you a people’s
person and would love to help locals and visitors from afar find out more about their families’ past?
Are you a local with ancestors who have been here forever but don’t know much about their lives or
a newbie who would love to know more about this charming little town that you call home? Well, the
best way to find out is to become part of this preservation of history.
The history of little towns like Williamstown and so many of the little towns in the Adelaide Hills is
being lost at an alarming rate. We can’t stop this but we can record and protect what we have.
Progress is moving forward, but the past is what makes us what we are.
Please contact us for a chat. Contact details:
Denise – 0427870594 Jodie – 0438325401
Denise Patterson - on behalf of Williamstown & District Historical Society
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